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Authenticity is an integral component 
to Hong Kong’s urban and natural  
landscape - while its perception is sub-
jective, it is key to orchestrating spatial 
experiences and directly influences the 
soul.       

Hong Kong’s cultural authenticity has a his-
torical fusion rooted in China and influenced 
by British colonialism, celebrating its unique 
local and international heritage and spirit, in-
fluencing the soul for a new generation for 
whom life, work and pleasure intertwine.   
 
As globalization blurs the lines of identity, the 
unique character of Hong Kong not only needs 
to be protected, but to continually evolve.  

The impact will be crucial for the future of Hong 
Kong towards creating to a remarkable and 
distinctive city beyond imagination. The inner 
beauty of invisible design, turning the ordinary 
into the extraordinary, the past into the present, 
and the present into possibilities to create inclu-
sive public life which grows continuously - it’s 
effects are both symbolic and emotional.   
 
So how do you engage in DNA of the city, 
how to create memorable destinations for 
communities and visitors to return time and 
time again, and ultimately, what makes a 
great vibrant public space? The Danish urban-
ist, Jan Gehl  neatly summarises his approach 
as, ‘First life, then spaces, then buildings.’ In 
other words, as designers, our responsibility 
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is for people and how we live and celebrate 
life, before developing the spaces and places, 
and ultimately designing the buildings.   
 
When we put people first, we design to reflect 
the extraordinary melting pot of Hong Kong’s 
culture towards a new lifestyle as a living sys-
tem, with healthy living through connections 
with nature to explore and discover beyond 
boundaries, where rich and happy memories 
will be created. The ultimate aim, to contribute 
to enhanced wellbeing, creating a sense of en-
gagement and enhanced pride in our city.  

Considered in this way, Hong Kong can be-
come an ensemble of animated places, as a 
series of destinations, framed by buildings to 
allow the city to breathe, develop, grow and 
adapt, crucial to simultaneously transform 
and unite Hong Kong from its urban water-
front to the rural hinterland to create a thriv-
ing, well served sustainable cityscape.  
 
Hong Kong’s ‘living roots’ can be regarded as 
symbolic of the urban jungle growing coherently 
over time and space, celebrating its diverse heri-
tage and spirit. The urban landscape weaves sin-

uous connections through the city and beyond 
to the extraordinary sub-tropical jungles, many 
of which are within a 15 minute walk from town 
centres, but not celebrated by most; journeys 
and destinations, places of fun and discovery 
where rich and happy memories are made.   
 
By making conscious decisions to design the 
landscape with urban eco-systems as bio-filters, 
we can ultimately make a difference to atmo-
spheric CO₂ trends. We need to explore more 
integrated approaches to challenge some of the 
conventional approaches to create solutions to 
reduce energy demands and increase renewable 
energy supply / re-use, to continue to inspire in-
novative ideas for new ways of thinking about 
the urban heat island, smart building orienta-
tion, re-use of water, efficient energy consump-
tion and building façade / roof treatments.  
 
Intelligent massing at the earliest stages of ur-
ban planning is key, including the harness-
ing of local opportunities and building orien-
tation as part of an integrated microclimatic 
response. For buildings, we are seeing inte-
grated green roofs and water storage created 
for aquaculture through tilapia tanks to cre-
ate high yield food production within build-
ings. The technology had been around for de-
cades – it’s the collaborative mindsets between 
disciplines that need to come together.  
 
Benefitting from solar energy for passive heating 
in winter, prevailing winds as a cooling mecha-
nism, and creating shelter and shade from un-
wanted solar gain and glare and shelter from 
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cold winter winds and local air pollution in the 
public realm. Whilst planting creates shelter 
from sun during hot months, this needs to be 
balanced with admitting daylight and low angle 
solar energy for passive heating in winter.  
 
Our responsibility as designers of the urban 
environment, demands integrated responses 
to transform lifestyle experiences to enhance 
Hong Kong’s unique DNA, visually and emo-
tionally. We need to collaborate on the cu-
ration of experiences, without boundaries 
between disciplines to ensure what we holis-
tically contribute to the urban experience; a 
series of transitional spaces and destinations 
framed by buildings where all lines of move-
ment flow together, connected by nature.  
When we put people and eco-systems first, we 

design towards a new lifestyle as a living system. 
Let’s develop a collaborative approach towards 
integrated design solutions, connected with na-
ture. Then our cityscapes can be re-imagined for 
future generations to embrace and celebrate.  
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